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DRAFT REPORT

1. BACKGROUND

In preparation for the 25t session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee
for Europe (CCEURO), Vilnius (Lithuania), 15 - 18 January 2007. Discussions
were held between the Government of the Switzerland, in their role as
coordinator for the CCEURO region, and FAO/WHO to arrange a seminar prior
to the 25t session of CCEURO. The main objective of the seminar was to build
capacity among delegates, facilitate communication in the region and support
their participation at the CCEURO meeting.

The technical programme was prepared taking into account topics of relevance
to the region and linked to participation in the Codex standard setting process.
The complete seminar programme is attached in Annex 1.

Invitations were extended to all members of the CCEURO region, with
additional financial support being provided to delegates from Armenia, Belarus,
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Kazakstan, Russian Federation,
Serbia, FYR Macedonia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan. A full list of delegates at the
seminar is included in Annex 2.

All information related to the Seminar is available at the CCEURO website
(www.codexxeurope.ch), including the presentations for this seminar. All
information is presented in English and Russian language.
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generously to the technical content of the programme as well as to all delegates
attending the seminar.

3. SEMINAR PROGRAMME
The Seminar programme covered three broad areas:

1. Enhanced understanding of Codex procedures (standards development,
how Codex Committees are hosted and implemented, and making
successful interventions in Codex meetings)

2. Application of Risk Analysis — covering the principles of risk analysis, an
update on the ongoing work within Codex on risk analysis, including the
draft working principles for risk analysis for food safety for application by
governments.

3. Issues of relevance to the region and ongoing efforts to enhance exchange
of information and collaboration within the region.

Support documentation distributed to delegates at the seminar included:

FAO/WHO training package — Enhancing Participation in Codex Activities
FAO/WHO Food Safety Risk Analysis — a Guide for National Food Safety
Authorities

Both documents are available at
http://www.fao.org/ag/agn/food/capacity_en.stm

4. POLICY ISSUES OF PARTICULAR RELEVANCE TO THE REGION

Delegates proposed that exchange of information on national food control
systems and information on the use of Codex standards at national and
regional level are especially of interest.

Other issues raised as important for the region and upon which there is a need
for additional information include:

* more information on risk assessment and risk management procedures
and guidance on strengthening national food control systems in line with
risk analysis.

* labelling as a means of risk communication to the final consumer needs
strengthening throughout the region

» assistance in strengthening national policy to fight obesity

» availability of Codex standards in Russian language



5. ENHANCED COORDINATION AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN
THE CCEURO REGION

In his capacity as Coordinator for the CCEURO region, Dr. Urs Klemm
promoted a short discussion on possible ideas and activities to enhance
communication and exchange of information in the region. He introduced a
number of ongoing activities as information items and encouraged all delegates
to support them within their means.

CCEURO Website (www.codexeurope.ch)

The official website for CCEURO has been developed by Switzerland as
coordinator for the region and is available in English and Russian. Delegates
were encouraged to use this website as a platform for information exchange and
reminded that the website includes a “Forum”. The Forum affords an
opportunity for questions, requests for information to be included and the
Secretariat will provide appropriate information. Statistics on the use of the
website are available at www.codexeurope.ch/stats.php.

This website will continue to be updated as relevant information becomes
available and is intended to facilitate the exchange of information across all
CCEURO member countries.

Twinning

A wealth of experience exists with the CCEURO group in relation to
modernisation and reorganization of food control systems, as well as
participation in the Codex process and use of Codex standards as a basis for
national food regulations and food standards.

At the same time, it was recognised that certain countries within the CCEURO
region are still at an early stage of modernising their food control systems to
ensure they are based on science. A number of countries are still rather
inexperienced in participating in Codex meetings. Therefore it was proposed
that these countries could benefit from a closer exchange of information in the
form of a mentoring or twinning arrangement.

In commenting on the usefulness of twinning, Mr. Jerome Lepeintre from the
European Commission commented on the positive experience that the EU had
through a twinning programme with the recent 12 accession countries. It was
proposed during the discussion that such an approach could be considered
within the region to facilitate the transfer of information between more
advanced countries in the region and those still in a transition phase to
strengthen their programmes.



Training Seminar

A great need still remains in the region to ensure the participation at CCEURO
meeting and to ensure the ongoing improvement of food control systems in
countries to facilitate implementation of Codex standards. The organizers of
this seminar advised countries in the region, that resources have been
identified to implement another training course before the 26t Session of
CCEURO. The technical content of this training course is still under discussion
and proposals from the region as to needs are welcomed.

6. CONCLUSIONSAND POSSIBLE FOLLOW UP ACTIONS

» Continue to make more Codex standards and tramaaguals, and guidelines
available in Russian

» All Codex members should ensure their website asdoéthe official Codex
Contact Point is working and monitored to avoid itinelbox becoming
overloaded. The Codex Secretariat should be kémtned where there is any
change in email address where official informasbould be sent

> Delegates with less experience of attending Codegisns, need more in-depth
training and guidance on preparation for Codex mgstin particular
understanding of the meeting agenda, linkages allitivorking papers, etc.

» Guidance in also required on how to define a natiposition and the use of
written comments in Codex meetings

» Enhanced organization of food control systemspsaity for all countries,
efforts should be made to share experiences, imguah overview of advantages
and disadvantages of different approaches.

> A series of fact sheets could be developed to deogoncise advice to delegates
to increase their knowledge of Codex and effegbaicipation (the information
in the FAO/WHO training package Enhanced partioguain Codex activities
should be used as the draft text).
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA?2
Opening session
09:00-09:15 Opening Address Mr Urs Klemm
Ms Mary Kenny

09:15-09:45 Programme and Objectives, Needs | Mr Urs Klemm
of the Participants, Discussion

09:45-10:00 Coffee Break

10:00-10:45 Standards - Format, Procedure Mr Tom Heilandt
and Understanding Codex
Documentation

10:45-11:15 How do Codex Committees Ms Mary Kenny
Function?

11:15-12:00 Making Successful Interventions Mr Urs Klemm
at Codex Meetings

12:00-13:30 Lunch

13:30 - 14:00 Codex Alimentarius Commission — | Mr Tom Heilandt,
Video Presentation

14:00-14:45 Review of the CCEURO Agenda Mr Urs Klemm
Items, Discussions of Relevance Ms Mary Kenny
for the European Region Mr Tom Heilandt,

14:45-15:30 Introduction to the FAO/WHO Ms Mary Kenny
Risk Analysis Guide

15:30 - 15:45 Codex Working Principles for Risk | Mr. Kazuaki Miyagishima
Analysis for Food Safety

15:45-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-16:45 Application of Risk Analysis in Ms Bodil Blaker
Food Control Activities - a National
Context

16:45-17:30 Exchange of Views about Issues of | Mr Urs Klemm

Importance for the CCEURO
Region, Improving Interaction
among Members of CCEURO

Ms Mary Kenny
Mr Miyagishima Kazuaki

1 This Seminar is organized prior to the 25t session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee

for Europe (CCEURO), Vilnius (Lithuania), 15 - 18 January 2007.
2 Mr Urs Klemm, Swiss Federal Office of Public Health; Ms Mary Kenny, Food Quality and

Standards Service, FAO; Mr Tom Heilandt, Codex Secretariat, Mr Kazuaki Miyagishima, Codex

Secretariat; Ms Bodil Blaker, Ministry of Health and Care Services, Norway.

-5-




PARTICIPANT LIST

First and Family Name Country Govt.Dept./Organization and
Position Title
Anna Hotenko Bearus Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Faruk Kaukcija

Bosnia and Her zegovina

Food Safety Agency of Bosnia ang
Herzegovina

)

Tea Havranek Croatia Croatian Standards Institute (HZN

Marta Sobieraj Poland Agriculture and Food Quality
Inspection

Slobodan Sibalic Serbia Head of Department for Veterinary
Public Health, Veterinary
Directorate Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Water Management

Komil Mukhamedov Uzbekistan Republic of Uzbekistan

Albertas Barzda Lithuania Ministry of the Health of the
Lithuania

Almantas Kranauskas Lithuania Ministry of the Hiealt

Roma Bartkeviciute Lithuania Ministry of the Health

Rimantas Stukas Lithuania Ministry of the Health

Algis Abaravicius Lithuania Ministry of the Health

leva Gudanaviciene Lithuania Ministry of the Health

Roma Adomaityte Lithuania Ministry of the Health

Dalia Saltenyte Lithuania Ministry of the Health

Indre Chmieliauskaite Lithuania Ministry of the Htba

Zigmas Medingis Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture

Gediminas Almantas Lithuania Ministry of Agriculeur

Neda Jakubauskién Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture

Gabija Jurgelyte Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture

Angek Liubeckiere Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture
Kokybés skyriaus vegla

Dalia Ja&yté Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture

Aleksandra Voicechovska Lithuania Ministry of Agriture

Lilija Tepeliene Lithuania Ministry of Agriculture

Ginare Zajankauskaite Lithuania Ministry of Agrituke

Antanas Bogatyrius Lithuania State Food and Veteyirservice
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List of Speakers

Dr. UrsKlemm

Vicedirector, Delegate on Food Safety
Swiss Federal Office of Public Health
Gotthelfstr. 14

CH-5000 Aarau

Switzerland

MsMary Kenny

Nutrition Officer (Quality Assurance)
Food Quality and Standards Service
FAQO — Viale delle Terme di Caracolla
Tel: 00 39 06 570 53653

Fax: 00 39 06 570 54593

Email: Mary.Kenny@fao.org

Dr. Bodil Blaker

Senior Adviser

Ministry of Health and Care Services
PO 8011 Dep

N-0030 Oslo, Norway

Tel: +47 2224 8602

Fax: + 47 2224 8656

Email: bab@hod.dep.no

Dr. Kazuaki Miyagishima,

Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
FAO - Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

Rome 00100 (ltalie)

Tel : 00 39 06 5705 4390

Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593

Email : kazuaki.miyagishima@fao.org

Mr. Tom Heilandt

Senior Food Standards Officer

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
FAO - Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

Rome 00100 (ltalie)

Tel : 00 39 06 5705 4384

Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593

Email :tom.heilandt@fao.org




